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COMMEMORATING THE NAIC’S
150TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 9, 2021

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, it is my
honor to congratulate and commend the Na-
tional Association of Insurance Commissioners
(NAIC) on the celebration of its 150th Anniver-
sary and for the many years of advocacy and
responsible stewardship of the insurance in-
dustry. Since its founding in 1871, NAIC has
worked to diligently regulate the national insur-
ance industry and market and protect hun-
dreds of millions of American consumers.

As the first elected State Insurance Com-
missioner of California and former member of
the NAIC. | know how invaluable state regu-
lators’ frontline role can be in holding insur-
ance companies accountable. | am proud to
continue to work closely with the NAIC here in
Congress. including through the introduction of
my bill the Primary Regulators of Insurance
Vote Act. This important piece of legislation
would support the work of the NAIC by ensur-
ing that the expertise of our nation’s primary
insurance regulators, state commissioners,
has equal weight in the monitoring of our fi-
nancial stability at the national level.

Were it not for the work of the NAIC and its
members. Americans would all too often be
left unprotected from predatory practices of in-
surance companies. On behalf of the people
of California’s 3rd Congressional District.
please accept my sincere congratulations and
gratitude for the work you have done and con-
tinue to do and my best wishes for the years
ahead.

IN RECOGNITION OF MS.
KATHERINE BURCH

HON. JENNIFER WEXTON

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 9, 2021

Ms. WEXTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
with great pleasure to extend my best wishes
and congratulations to my constituent, Ms.
Katherine Burch, on her 100th birthday.

Ms. Burch was born on November 28, 1921
in Baltimore, Maryland, where she lived until
her marriage to John Thomas Burch when the
couple moved to Virginia. John and Katherine
Burch were married for 60 years and have two
sons, Thomas and William. Ms. Burch cur-
rently resides in Morningside House of Lees-
burg.

Ms. Burch has lived through remarkable
times in our country, progress and change un-
imaginable at the time of her birth. Our com-
munity is blessed by her experience, accom-
plishments, and the family she has built.

| would ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring the grace and wisdom that comes
with such longevity and wish Ms. Burch many
more happy years of celebration.
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CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF
KAZAKHSTAN’'S INDEPENDENCE

HON. STEVE CHABOT

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 9, 2021

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, as co-chair
of the U.S.-Kazakhstan Congressional Cau-
cus, | rise today to celebrate 30 years of
Kazakhstan’s independence and three dec-
ades of the U.S.-Kazakhstan bilateral relation-
ship. In 1991, the United States was the first
country to recognize Kazakhstan’s independ-
ence, and the relationship remains as impor-
tant today as it was 30 years ago.

In 2010, the United States and Kazakhstan
entered into a Strategic Partnership and
launched the Annual Bilateral Consultations on
a variety of issues including but not limited to
regional cooperation and security, rule of law
and economic development, and human rights
and civil society. In 2018, the two countries
elevated their cooperation to establish an En-
hanced Strategic Partnership for the 21st Cen-
tury, and agreed to heightened cooperation on
a multitude of policy issues.

One of the strongest areas of cooperation
between the United States and Kazakhstan
has been in the economic arena. Since inde-
pendence, U.S. companies have been a sig-
nificant source of foreign direct investment for
Kazakhstan, and over the past 30 years, U.S.
investment in Kazakhstan has totaled an esti-
mated $370 billion. Kazakhstan has worked
hard to create a strong market economy, and
the country has focused significant resources
on rule of law issues to create a welcoming
environment for all foreign investment.

Kazakhstan became a member of the World
Bank’s International Center for Settlement of
Investment Disputes (“ICSID”) in 1992, a
member of the World Trade Association
(WTO) in 2015, and in 2017, Kazakhstan be-
came a member of the Organization for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development (OECD).
In 2018, the government officially launched the
Astana International Finance Center (AIFC),
which among other things, provides foreign in-
vestors with the opportunity to seek out an al-
ternative jurisdiction for dispute resolution.
Such investments in the rule of law in
Kazakhstan have been an important step to
grow Kazakhstan’s market economy and con-
tinue to attract investment from the United
States.

As we continue to grow our strong eco-
nomic ties, | urge Congress to establish Per-
manent Normal Trade Relations for
Kazakhstan as soon as possible. | was hon-
ored to recently join in the bipartisan effort to
introduce H.R. 5544, which lifts Kazakhstan
from the existing constraints of the outdated
Jackson-Yanik Amendment. This graduation
for Kazakhstan is long overdue. As Ranking
Member of the House Foreign Affairs Sub-
committee which has jurisdiction over U.S. for-
eign policy issues affecting Central Asia, | un-
derstand what an important regional partner
Kazakhstan has been to the United States
during the past 30 years. But | also under-
stand what an important role Kazakhstan will
continue to play in the region moving forward,
and any efforts to strengthen our economic
ties will strengthen the bilateral relationship
across the board.

So | would like to congratulate all the people
of Kazakhstan as well as Kazakh-Americans
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taking part in the 30th anniversary celebra-
tions this month.

HONORING RANDOLPH BRINKLEY

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 9, 2021

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, | offer
these remarks on behalf of Congressman Ben
Cline and myself in honor of Randolph
“Randy” W. Brinkley of Daleville, Virginia, who
passed away on November 13, 2021, at the
age of 51. Mr. Brinkley served the community
as a long-time educator and scoutmaster.

Mr. Brinkley was born on January 12, 1970
in Covington, Virginia, to Robert Franklin
Brinkley and Glenda Scott Brinkley. Following
his graduation from Alleghany High School in
1988, he joined and served in the U.S. Army
National Guard for the next eight years.

He received degrees from numerous univer-
sities including a Masters of Arts in Teaching
from Mary Baldwin and a Post-Masters degree
as an Education Specialist from the University
of Virginia. He began his teaching career in
Roanoke city. Over the years he taught at
several schools throughout the state and
helped them establish programs to foster
STEM education for their students. For the
last five years, Mr. Brinkley has been serving
as the STEM instructor for Salem High
School.

Outside of the classroom, Mr. Brinkley spent
much of his time serving as a scoutmaster
with the Boy Scouts of America. He was an
Assistant Scout Master and High Adventure
Coordinator for Troop 211, which met at St.
Mark’s United Methodist Church. He was also
a Mason at a local lodge and a Shriner who
advocated for the Shriner's Hospital for Chil-
dren. He spent his life teaching and investing
in the lives of youth in the community. His dis-
tinguished service and kindness will be greatly
missed by all who knew him.

Mr. Brinkley’s survivors include his wife of
twenty-five years, Donna Lynn Brinkley; his
son, Nathaniel Scott Brinkley; and many other
beloved family and friends. We offer them my
condolences on the loss of this great man and
educator.

SEA ISLE CITY BEACH PATROL
HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 9, 2021

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, in Octo-
ber, | had the opportunity to attend the Sea
Isle City Beach Patrol Annual Hall of Fame In-
duction. The Sea Isle Beach Patrol was offi-
cially formed in 1919 to protect the
beachgoers who vacationed in the popular re-
sort town. It started as just two lifeguards and
three volunteers and has now grown into a
large group. At the induction | attended, Rob-
ert Herzog, Bill Feaster, Jr., Jim Guntle, Jordy
Troyan, Danny Rodgers, and Pat Scannapieco
were inducted into the Beach Patrol Hall of
Fame. Robert has been a part of Sea Isle
Beach Patrol for 8 years and was also the
mascot for multiple Sea Isle City Beach Patrol
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